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however abhorrently John Wesley might cast the
idea out of his mind. The general organisation
itself of the society came into being through a mere
practical need of money ; for Wesley's appeal for
funds for his Bristol buildings having failed to
produce more than a fraction of the sum required,
it was suggested that every member of the society
should subscribe a penny a week. A vague organ-
isation indeed ; but when it was pointed out that
some of the members could not afford this, one
of the richer ones said that he would be responsible
for eleven other brethren, and would make up
from his own purse what pennies were lacking.
This was a system with a form, and since it was
universally adopted, the society was split up into
classes of twelve, and these soon became, not only
the financial unit, but the disciplinary one as well.
The overseer became responsible, not only for the
material harvest of his class, but also for its spirit-
ual one. And it was Wesley, the master, who
chose him, with extreme care as to his religious
fitness. The class leader would make house-to-
house visits, until these were found both im-
practicable and unsatisfactory ; impracticable be-
cause mistresses did not always find it convenient
for their cooks to be taken away from their work
to indulge in religious exercises, unsatisfactory
^because if there were internecine squabbles, it
was better for the parties to meet face to face.
In this way was the weekly meeting established.
Thus it was easy to watch jealously over the